
Reception 
Phonics, Spelling and Reading



Overview of phonics teaching in Reception

Phase 1: 
• Playing with sounds and words to develop language skills, spotting rhythm, 

rhyme and alliteration in songs and stories shared. 

• Begin to explore the skill of oral blending and segmenting. 

• This phase forms the bedrock of developing children’s early reading ready for 

when they start school.

Phase 2: 
• Learn19 letters and to move on from oral blending and segmentation to 

blending and segmenting with letters.

• Each week four new GPCs are taught

• Read some VC and CVC words and to spell them. 

• Introduction of reading two-syllable words and simple captions. 

• Learn to read some common exception words: I, the, to, go, no, into.



Phase 3:
• Learn 25 graphemes, most of them comprising two letters (e.g. oa)
• Practise CVC blending and segmentation & apply knowledge of blending and 

segmenting to reading and spelling simple two-syllable words and captions. 
• Learn letter names 
• Learn to read some more common exception words and also begin to learn to spell 

some of these words.
Phase 3 Mastery then gives all children the opportunity to develop a deep 

understanding and competence in the phase. 

Phase 4:
• Consolidate knowledge of graphemes in reading and spelling words containing 

adjacent consonants and polysyllabic words.



Phase 2  - Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence (GPCs)



Phase 3  - Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence (GPCs)



Phase 2 , 3 & 4 – Common Exception Words Reading (CEWs) “Tricky Words”



Phase  3 & 4 – Common Exception Words Spelling (CEWs) “Tricky Words”



Key word Lists / Helping at Home - Tapestry









Unlocking Letters and Sounds Daily Lesson – Phase 3



Reading



Guided (group) reading – All children, once per week.
All children will read a book with the teacher that includes the phonemes they have 
been taught. The teacher will use this as an opportunity to hear children read individually
and also to teach specific reading skills.

Individual reading – Reading book brought home.
Each child will have a reading book matched to their particular reading level. If your child 
is keeping up with the phonic teaching and is able to recall their learning from that week,
they will be given a book that introduces the new phonemes and Common Exception Words.
However, if your child is not quite ready for that and needs some consolidation, we will
ensure they have a book matched to their current attainment. We will only be
sending home two reading books each week. The idea is that they read the same book 
2 or 3 times to consolidate their new learning. 



Reading at home 
• 5 – 10 minutes

• Choose a time that works for you

• Be positive and celebrate successes

• Encourage them to point to the 
graphemes

• Encourage them to say the sounds and 
blend them together

• Be patient and let them try and work it 
out 

• Read common exception words by 
sight. 



Reading at home

• Continue to read to your child.
• Model how to read a book – left to right, 

turning pages 
• Ask questions about what has happened 

and characters’ feelings
• Support vocabulary
• Predict what will happen next 
• Make connections 
• Model your love of reading! 



Sharing Picture Books – Fiction & Non-Fiction books 
brought home.
These books will be changed weekly and are for you to share with your child. These will be 
appropriate for bedtime reading  and to instil a love of books in your child. Please talk 
about the pictures, explore the vocabulary, make predictions and ask questions to ensure 
your child has understood what has been read to them.



Questions


